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2026 Draw Book Regulations Feedback Results

Dear Alberta Hunters,

Each year, Alberta Forestry and Parks consider changes based on biological
data, hunter surveys, and input from individual hunters/landowners along with
stakeholder organizations. We consider sustainable harvest and hunting
opportunities, ensuring we work towards positive landowner/hunter/wildlife
experience. We would like to thank everyone for the feedback received
regarding recent regulation changes outlined in the 2026 Draw Book.

After careful consideration of this input, both for and against the changes,
Alberta Forestry and Parks’ Hunting and Fishing Branch is taking the following
actions:

Antlered Mule Deer (Archery)

e The proposed transition of 17 Wildlife Management Units (WMUs) from
general archery to draw will not be implemented for 2026.

« These WMUs include: 102, 119, 124, 148, 150, 152, 158, 160, 163, 244,
246, 310, 312, 334, 406, 420, and 507. These units will remain as
General Licences for archery seasons for Antlered Mule Deer.

o There will be no change reflected in RELM, as these seasons do not use
a separate archery draw code.

e If you intend to hunt antlered mule deer in any of these units exclusively
in the archery season, DO NOT apply for the Antlered Mule Deer Draw in
the designated WMU'’s.



e The Ministry will postpone this proposed regulatory change and continue
discussion with stakeholders, including landowners, resident hunters, and
outfitters, to develop management options for mule deer in these areas
and others, including an archery only draw.

Antlered Elk

e The proposed implementation of antlered elk draws in WMUs 302, 303,
304, 305, 306, and 308 will not be implemented the 2026 RELM draw.
These units will remain general for both archery AND rifle seasons in
2026.

e Antlered elk hunting in these WMUs will remain consistent with 2025
regulations for the 2026 season.

e The Ministry will postpone implementation of these draws and will
continue discussions over the next year to inform future management
decisions, including a draw for rifle hunting and a general archery
season.

Please note that the Hunting Draws open for applications on Tuesday, June 2,
and we ask that you are mindful of the changes when planning your hunting
season.

We remain committed to transparent, evidence-based wildlife management
and value the perspectives provided by Alberta’s hunting community. Your
input plays a critical role in shaping sustainable and effective management
approaches.



